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Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society

Creator Golla, Susan

Title Susan Golla Papers

Date [inclusive] 1960-1990

Extent 10.0 Linear feet

Extent 8 linear feet.

Language English

Container 1-18

Abstract Papers of an anthropological linguist.
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Background note

Upon graduating from George Washington University in 1971, Susan M. Golla (1948-1993) began her
career as a research assistant to William Sturtevant at the Department of Anthropology of the Smithsonian
Institution. In 1976, she received a research grant to study the Nootka Indians of Port Alberni, British
Columbia. This work culminated in a doctoral dissertation, He has a name: history and social structure
among the Indians of western Vancouver Island, from Columbia University in 1987. While teaching at
such universities as Sarah Lawrence College, New York University, and City College of New York, she
published articles on Nootka myths. At the time of her death, she was working on an annotated edition
of selected Nootka texts, with detailed ethnographic and linguistic notes on texts by Edward Sapir. In her
brief life, she made significant contributions to the study of Northwest Coast Native American societies.
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Scope & content

The Golla Papers include research notes, subject files, field notes, copies of archival documents
(photocopies; microfilm), audio recordings, 35 mm slides, and printed materials on Nootka Indians. ca.
9.5 linear feet of manuscripts, 40 recordings, 8 reels of microfilm.
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Scope & content

Native American Images note : 334 color slides of potlatch ceremonies by Nootka (Nuu-chah-nulth)
Indians of Port Alberni, British Columbia, 1976-1979. Images of singing, dancing, and bartering
of wealth with gifts of food and goods at weddings and other spiritual festivals. Prints also display
native dress, traditional musical instruments, and carving of a totem pole. Taken by Golla during her
ethnological fieldwork on Vancouver Island.
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

American Philosophical Society

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Gift of James M. Conmy, 1996. Susan Golla estate, bequest.

Indexing Terms

Genre(s)

• Slides.

Subject(s)

• Indians of North America--British Columbia--Vancouver Island--Social life and customs
• Nootka Indians.
• Northwest Coast Indians
• Potlatch--British Columbia


