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Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society

Creator Wilson, James,1742-1798.

Title James Wilson account book and diary, 1773-1786

Date [inclusive] 1773-1786

Call number Mss.B.W6915

Extent 1.0 Volume(s) 1 volume, 114 p.

Extent 1 volume, 114 p.

Location LH-MV-E-15

Language English

Container 1

Abstract This is a volume of "Aitken's General American Register" for 1773,

with entries dated 1774, and 1782-1786. The notes are in two different

hands, and record receipts, expenses, and activities, the last probably not

Wilson's.
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Background note

James Wilson was a lawyer and associate justice of the United States Supreme Court.
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

American Philosophical Society

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Purchased and accessioned, 1956 (1956 1142ms).

Indexing Terms

Genre(s)

• Account books.
• Business Records and Accounts
• Diaries
• Diaries.

Subject(s)

• Philadelphia History
• Social Life and Custom
• Women's History

Other Descriptive Information

The James Wilson collection consists of a printed almanac from 1773 that also served as diary for its
owner, believed to be James Wilson, the signer of the Declaration of Independence and Constitution. The
diary notes daily activities, often financial transactions, within the calendar pages of the almanac, which
was a common practice then. There is a second hand in the almanac that dates to a later period, believed
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to be from 1782-1786. This second diary records in graphic details the often shocking sexual exploits of
its author.


