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Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society

Creator True, Rodney H.(Rodney Howard), 1866-1940

Title Rodney H. True Papers

Date [inclusive] 1861-1939

Call number Mss.B.T763

Extent 6.0 Linear feet

Location LH-B-29-2

Language English

Container 1-12

Abstract The plant physiologist and historian Rodney H. True (1866-1940) divided

his career relatively evenly between the Bureau of Plant Industry in United

States Department of Agriculture and the Department of Botany and

Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania. A specialist in the

physiological function of mineral nutrients in plants, True was active in

his later career in the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture, the

Pennsylvania Horticulture Society, and the Agricultural History Society.

The True Papers consist of 6 linear feet of material relating primarily

to the period of his career spent at the University of Pennsylvania. The

collection contains roughly equal proportions of personal and professional

correspondence, with a few diaries and research notebooks documenting

his involvement with professional organizations and his interests in the

history of his discipline.
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Background note

The botanist Rodney Howard True (1866-1940) was born and raised in southern Wisconsin, the son of the
transplanted New Englanders, John M. and Mary Annie (Beede) True. A farmer, occasional schoolmaster,
and state legislator, John True instilled in each of his five children a strong interest in education, and
provided them with the academic skills to match. Each of True children graduated from the University
of Wisconsin -- Rodney in 1890, followed by Gordon (1894), Ernest (1896), Eunice M. (1905), and
Katherine (1910) -- and four of them went on to careers in academia. In addition to Rodney, Gordon
worked in animal husbandry at the University of California, while Katherine and Eunice taught at Berea
College in Kentucky.

Rodney True's interest in botany was sparked during his high school years, and blossomed at university.
After receiving his BS, he was encouraged to continue his studies through a University Fellowship,
receiving his MS in 1892. After working as principal of the Wisconsin Academy for a year to shore up
his finances, he went overseas to complete his training, studying botany and zoology at the University of
Leipzig under Wilhelm Pfeffer, and receiving his doctorate in 1895.

For several years after his return to the states, True passed through academic vagabondage, teaching
phamacognosy at the University of Wisconsin for three years, and serving as an assistant at Radcliffe
(1899-1900) and as lecturer in botany at Harvard (1899-1901). From Harvard, however, he secured an
important position overseeing the physiological research in the Bureau of Plant Industry of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. During his years at the U.S.D.A., True's own research shifted away from the
general botany that had previously occupied him to concentrate on ionic exchange and the absorption of
calcium and other mineral nutrients by plants, but he also gained a measure of fame as a "trouble shooter"
for the public. Sometimes known as the Sherlock Holmes of plant detectives, he was charged with
identifying and combating destructive or invasive plants. His most famous "cases" were the discovery of
the source of a mold infecting the cigar industry and the identification of jimson weed as the culprit in
"locoing" livestock in the western states, both of which had a profound economic impact.

In 1920, True left the U.S.D.A. under unusual, and less than favorable circumstances. Facing a reduced
appropriation for his unit, he resisted the temptation to eliminate staff or lower salaries by reducing his
budget through his own resignation. Although he left without having another position in hand, he was
soon landed as professor of botany at the University of Pennsylvania, where he spent the remainder of his
career. Despite a heavy load teaching everything from elementary botany to advanced plant physiology,
he remained active in professional organizations and continued to publish in plant physiology, pathology,
and economic botany. After Lydia Morris donated the land and endowment to establish the University's
Morris Arboretum in 1932, True became the Arboretum's first Director, serving from 1933 until 1939. He
was granted emeritus status at the University in 1937.

Beginning with his article, "Thomas Jefferson in Relation to Botany" in 1916, True devoted increasing
time to the history of the plant sciences. Particularly after his remove to Philadelphia in 1920, he
worked intensively on Jefferson and André Michaux, the botany of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,
and more generally, on the history of agriculture. After his remove to Penn, the majority of his research
was devoted to historical topics. True was a founding member of the Agricultural History Society in
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1919, serving the first of his three terms as its first president, and he was active in the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society and the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture. He was elected to
the American Philosophical Society in 1923. True also developed a deep interest in the status of his
profession, becoming a member of the Committee of One Hundred on Scientific Research of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science. During his time at Penn, he helped write several
reports on support for basic research in universities and the financial position of university professors,
making the case for higher wages.

True was married twice, to Katherine McAssey (d. 1926) and Martha. A son by his first marriage, Rodney
Philip (Philip), became a noted plant pathologist in his own right. After several years of illness and
physical decline, Rodney True died in his home at the Arboretum on April 8, 1940.
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Scope & content

The True Papers consist of 6 linear feet of materials relating to the life and career of the plant
physiologist, Rodney H. True. In addition to 4.5 linear feet of correspondence, divided approximately
equally between personal and professional, the collection includes ten diaries, 29 notebooks, and a
number of photographs and other miscellaneous items.

The picture that emerges of True is intriguing, but often all too sparse. Coming almost exclusively from
the last twenty years of his career, the collection primarily reflects True's late-career interests. Initially
a general botanist, and subsequently a plant physiologist, by the time True landed at the University
of Pennsylvania in 1920, his research interests centered largely on the history of his discipline, with
a particular focus on Thomas Jefferson, John and William Bartram, and the plant sciences in early
Philadelphia. As a result, his important work at the U.S.D.A. as -- for lack of a better term -- a forensic
botanist is nearly entirely undocumented. One interesting exception is a case involving a suit lodged by
Hillborn Darlington against the local gas company, in which the florist sought to demonstrate damage to
his roses caused by a leaky gas main. True was called upon as an expert witness.

The earlier portions of True's career are partially documented in a series of notebooks maintained while
he was a student at the University of Leipzig in 1893-1894, by a miscellaneous assortment of notes, and
by a very small number of letters with family members in Series II.

The True Papers may be most valuable as a resource for examining True's activities on behalf of several
professional organizations and institutions, including the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture,
the Morris Arboretum, the Pennsylvania Horticulture Society, and the Allegheny Forest Experiment
Station. Although most of the correspondence relating to these organizations is of an administrative
nature, they are useful for understanding the role those organizations fulfilled in mediating between
academia and the great public. As a member of Committee of One Hundred on Scientific Research of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science, True was also involved in evaluating support for
basic research in academia and the (inadequate) range of salaries.

Series I. Professional

correspondence

1899-1939 2.5 linear feet

Series II. Personal

correspondence

1862-1938 2 linear feet

Series III. Notebooks 1889-1929 0.5 linear feet

Series IV. Diaries 1883-1926 0.5 linear feet
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Series V. Printed material 1846-1938 0.5 linear feet
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

American Philosophical Society 2002

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Accessioned 1957.

Processing Information

Recatalogued by rsc, 2002.

Related Materials

Related Material

The Papers of the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture are available in the Rare Books and
Manuscripts Library at the University of Pennsylvania (Ms. Coll. 92). True appears as a correspondent in
the Papers of William Jacob Robbins (Ms. Coll. 92).

Indexing Terms

Corporate Name(s)

• Allegheny Forest Experiment Station
• American Association for the Advancement of Science. Committee of One Hundred on Scientific

Research
• Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
• Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture.
• University of Pennsylvania. Morris Arboretum
• Universität Leipzig
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Genre(s)

• Blueprints
• Diaries.
• Field notes.
• Maps
• Notebooks
• Photographs

Geographic Name(s)

• California--Description and travel
• Haiti--Description and travel

Personal Name(s)

• Arndt, C. H.
• Bartram, John, 1699-1777
• Frazer, John
• Jefferson, Thomas, 1743-1826
• Michaux, André, 1746-1802
• Okie, John M.
• True, Katherine McAssey, d.1926

Subject(s)

• Agriculture--History
• Botanical gardens--Pennsylvania
• Botany
• Botany--History
• Franklinia alatamaha
• Plant physiology

Bibliography
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Schafer, Joseph, "Rodney Howard True: A Wisconsin Gift to Washington and Philadelphia,"
Wisconsin Magazine of History 24, 3 (1941), 336-356.

Edwards, Everett E., "Rodney H. True and His Writings," Agricultural History 18 (1944), 23-34.
Includes a complete bibliography for True.
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Collection Inventory

Series I. Professional correspondence  1899-1939  2.5 Linear

feet

Rodney True's professional correspondence is heavily stilted toward the years spent at the University

of Pennsylvania, post-1920. Although there is comparatively little to document True's work as a plant

physiologist, the letters offer insight into his historical research, particularly on Thomas Jefferson

and the Bartrams, and his activities on behalf of the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture

(P.S.P.A.) and the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. In addition to the folders filed under the name

of the organization, several individual correspondents were involved with the P.S.P.A., most notably

George F. Curwen and John M. Okie.

There is some documentation of his activities as Director of the Morris Arboretum of the University of

Pennsylvania and administrative correspondence relating to the Allegheny Forest Experiment Station

run by the U.S.D.A.

True's correspondence with John Frazer represents the happy merger of his interests in botany and

history. True and Frazer exchanged a number of letters in their efforts to determine the original site

of discovery of the "Franklin Tree," Franklinia alatamaha (also called   Gordonia alatamaha), but

were also busy exchanging information of plant physiology. True's correspondence with I.I.R. Henry is

focused on study of the Bartrams and Bartam's Garden.

An interesting series of letters relate to the "Darlington Gas Case," the Darlington Florists sued the local

gas company over damage to its plants from a leaky gas main. True's plant forensic skills were called in

to testify in a case that eventually made its way to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court before being decided

in favor of the plaintiffs. A series of newspaper clippings related to the case are housed in Series V.

Other correspondence of note includes a series of letters from the botanist C.H. Arndt describing his

work in Haiti in the 1920s, letters from George F. Mitchell on tea (True had an interest in promoting tea

cultivation in America), and the letters of several correspondents relating to botany and natural history

in Maine, where True summered (see, e.g., Frank Morgan Jones, William T. Hussey, Mary Carpenter

Kelley, Anne E. Perkins).

Academy of Natural Sciences Box 1

Ackley, Louise Box 1
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Adams, Joseph Box 1

Addison, Steaven Box 1

Agricultural History Society  4 folders Box 1

Anderson, Russell H.

Edwards, Everett E.

Carrier, Lyman

Stine, C. C.

Wilson, M. L.

Kellar, Herbert A.

Albertson, Alice C. Box 1

Albertson, F. W. Box 1

Albrecht, Otto E. Box 1

Allegheny Forest Experiment Station  7 folders Box 1

Cope, Francis R.

Forbes, R. D.

Schramm, J. R.

Silcox, F. A.

True, Rodney H.

Cope, Francis R.

Lipman, Jacob G.

Schnur, F. Luther

Schuster, George L.

Appleby, Paul H.

Andrews, H. J.

Chapline, W. R.

Clapp, Earl H.

Swartley, John C.

Wood, O. M.

Foley, John
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McClung, C. E.

Smith, J. Spencer

Wallace, H. A.

Whitman, Ezra B.

Doak, K. D.

Kriebley Ralph M.

Perry, George S.

Wildman, Edward E.

Allen, C. E. Box 1

Allen, William B. Box 1

Allen, E. W. Box 1

Allen, Henry Butler Box 1

Allyn, Herman B. Box 1

Alsberg, Carl L. Box 1

American Association for the Advancement

of Science

Box 1

Livingston, Burton E.

Baker, O. E.

Bastin, Edson S.

Daly, Reginald

Kay, G.

Littlefield, May

Hughes, A. L.

Metcalf, Maynard M.

Randall, H. M.

Raney, M. L.

American Association for the Advancement

of Science. Committee of One Hundred of

Scientific Research

 6 folders Box 2
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Bowie, William

Noyes, W. A.

Hargitt, George T.

Taylor, Walter P.

White, David.

American Association of University

Professors

Box 1

Himstead, Ralph E.

American Birth Control League Box 1

American Foundation for the Blind Box 1

American Historical Association Box 1

American Library Association Box 1

American Library Service Box 1

American Philosophical Society  5 folders Box 1

Conklin, E. G.

Hanson, Laura E.

Moore, Percy

Morris, Roland S.

Noonan, Julia

Sioussat, St.-G. L.

Skinker, C. F.

American Society of Agronomy Box 1

American Society of Plant Physiologists Box 1

Anam, Arthur W. Box 1

Anthony, Pierce W. Box 1

Anti-Blue Law Association of Pennsylvania Box 1
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Arndt, C. H. Box 1

"Associate Administrators--Duties and

Qualifications"

Box 1

Atkins, Charles D. Box 1

Atlantic Refining Company - Box 1

Authentic Building and Loan Association Box 1

Automobile Club of Philadelphia Box 1

Balch, Francis N. Box 1

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company Box 1

Barber, Edson B. Box 1

Barnett, Claribel R. Box 1

Bartlett, J. E. Box 1

John Wiley and Sons

Beal, Ruth Box 1

Bessey, Ernst A. Box 1

Bedlinger, Fred Box 1

Bergen, Fanny (Mrs. J. Y.) Box 1

Berne, Thelma G. Box 1

Bernhardt, F. Box 1

A. Nash Company

Bibliography Box 1

Bidwell, Percy W. Box 1
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Bills Box 1

Blackburn, Harry  2 folders Box 1

Blakeslee, A. F. Box 1

Blueprint, Gas Main and Darlington

Greenhousesm Doylestown

Box 1

Bogle, Sarah C. N. Box 1

Book of the Month Club Box 1

Booth, Nora Box 1

Borghesani, G. A. R. Box 1

Boston (Map) Box 1

Botanical Review Box 1

Botany photographs, Doylestown Box 1

Bowie, Booth Box 1

Boyd, Allen Box 1

Brakeley, George A. Box 1

Brand, Charles J.  2 folders Box 1

Brocq-Rousseau, D. Box 1

Broders S. B. Box 1

Brubaker, Albert P. Box 1

Buder, Samuel B. Box 2

Burke, R. B. Box 2

Burnham, E. Lewis Box 2
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Burnshaw Automobile Corporation Box 2

Burkholder, Paul R. Box 2

Butler, June Rainsford Box 2

Cain, Stanley A. Box 2

Calcott, W. A. Box 2

Caldwell, Arthur C. Box 2

Calov, Curt Box 2

Calvert, Philip P. Box 2

Cardot, J. Box 2

Carrier, Lyman Box 2

Cattell, Jacques Box 2

Cennis, Will B. Box 2

Chadburn, John L. Box 2

Chambers, Franklin S. Box 2

Chapin, Mrs. Charles H. Box 2

Chase, Agnes Box 2

Chase, George Box 2

Cheney, Lellen S. Box 2

Chrysostem, Sister M., "Photosynthesis" Box 2

Clark, Ida M. Box 2

Claypool, John H. Box 2

Re: Darlington gas case
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Coale, J. S. Box 2

Coleman, R. V. Box 2

Collins, Lester Box 2

Colton, Harold S. Box 2

Communication to Internal Revenue Service Box 2

Conklin, E. G. Box 2

Connecticut Fire Insurance Company Box 2

Cope, Theodora Box 2

Cosmos Club, Washington, D. C. Box 2

Coulter, John.M. Box 2

Crane, H. L. Box 2

Craven, Avery O. Box 2

Crawford, H. Jean Box 2

Crawford, Joseph Box 2

Crocker, P. S. Box 2

Crocker, William Box 2

Cross, Whitman Box 2

Curwen, George F. Box 2

Dane County, Wisconsin (Map) Box 2

Darlington, E. D. Box 2

Darlington, Grace B. Box 2

Darlington, Hillborn Box 2
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Re: Darlington gas case

Claypool, John H.

Darrow, George M. Box 2

Daugh, Robert B. Box 2

Davis, Bradley M. Box 2

Davis, H. Allen, Jr. Box 2

Davis, J. B. Box 2

Davis, Lucy Tennant Box 2

Davis, R. H. Box 2

Denny, Frank E. Box 2

Day, Margaret (Mrs. Charles) Box 2

DeForest, Howard Box 2

Dengler, Robert E. Box 2

Dewey, John Box 2

Dick, G. A. Box 2

Dictionary of American Biography Box 2

Dietrich, Irwin Box 2

Dolbey, Edward P., & Company Box 2

Donaldson, Henry K., & Company Box 2

Donovan, J. B., & Company Box 2

Drake, W. Eric Box 2

Duckett, Francis Howard Box 2
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DuPont, Pierre Box 2

Engineering Council Box 2

Fair, John J. Box 2

Farley, Mrs. S. S. Box 2

Farlow, W. G. Box 2

Farr, Edward L. Box 2

Fernald, M. L. Box 2

Fernald, R. H. Box 2

Fiedler, Henry George Box 2

Fisher, Irving Box 2

Flint, Lewis H., "A Call for a New Deal in

Chemistry"

Box 2

Fisher, Mark Elwin Box 2

Flynn, John E. Box 2

Fogg, John M., Jr. Box 2

Follansbee, Mitchell Box 2

Food Shortage Box 2

Fox, Clarence E. Box 2

Franklin Institute of Philadelphia Box 2

Frazer, John  4 folders Box 2

Higgins, C. A.

Hume, Harold

Kloss, A. S.
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Mathis, W. B.

Shull, C. A.

Fritsche, Carl B., "Forging an Alliance

Between Industry and Agriculture"

Box 2

Galloway, B. T. Box 2

Doolittle, R. G.

Fine, R. H.

Osborn, R. D

Wiley, H. W.

Gardner, V. R. Box 2

Gee, N. Gist Box 2

Geological Survey Box 2

Gies, William J. Box 2

Giles, Irvin K. Box 2

Gimbel, Ellis A. Box 2

Glück, H. Box 2

Goodell, A. E. Box 2

Greidenboel, Royden W. Box 2

Grimes, Eileen W. Box 2

Grout, A. J. Box 2

Gruberg Frederick C. Box 2

Guffey, Joseph J. Box 2

Haldeman, John W. Box 2



Rodney H. True Papers 1846-19391913-1939  Mss.B.T763

Series I. Professional correspondence

- Page 23 -

Hall, Edwin S. Box 2

Hammett, Frederick S. Box 2

Hanson, Laura E. Box 2

Harlow, N. E. Box 2

Harper, Francis Box 2

Harris & Ewing, Photographers Box 2

Harshberger, John W. Box 2

Hart, H. L. Box 2

Harvey, James A. Box 2

Harvey, R. B. Box 2

Hatton, R. Marion Box 2

Hawks, Emma B. Box 2

Hayes, Carlton J. H. Box 2

Heller, Jane R. Box 2

Morris Arboretum

Henry, I. I. R. (Mrs. Bayard) Box 2

Henry, Mary G. (Mrs. J. Norman) Box 2

Hergesheimer and Finkbiner Box 2

Hermann, D. May Box 2

Hibbard, C. V. Box 2

Hicks, Elva E. Box 2

Himstead, Ralph E. Box 2
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Hock, Charles W. Box 2

Hogg, George Jardain Box 2

Holroyd, Roland Box 3

Honey, E. E. Box 3

Hoopes, Edward Box 3

Horvath, A. A. Box 3

Houston Hall Book Department Box 3

Hunter, Hannah Box 3

Hussey, William T. Box 3

Hutcheson, Martha B. (Mrs. William A.) Box 3

Itineraries Box 3

Jackson, L. W. R. Box 3

Jarvis, Richard A. Box 3

Jayne, Horace H. F. Box 3

Jenks, John S. Box 3

Johnson, Allen Box 3

Johnson, Emory R. Box 3

Johnson, Fred Box 3

Johnson, John C. Box 3

Johnston, Robert W. Box 3

Johnson, T. C. Box 3



Rodney H. True Papers 1846-19391913-1939  Mss.B.T763

Series I. Professional correspondence

- Page 25 -

Jones, Frank Morgan Box 3

Jones, L. R. Box 3

Jones, Orann M. Box 3

Journal, October, 1918 Box 3

Kays, S. A. Box 3

Keller, Herbert A. Box 3

Kelley, Mary Carpenter Box 3

Kelsey, R. W. Box 3

Kern, Frank D. Box 3

King, William Bruce Box 3

King-Scheerer Corporation Box 3

Kirk, Sophia Box 3

Klein, Louis Box 3

Klingelsmith, Margaret Center Box 3

Koehlers, K. F., Antiquarium Box 3

Lewis, Mrs. O. G. L. Box 3

Library of Congress, Manuscript Division Box 3

Linden, J. W. Box 3

Lippincott Company Box 3

Lippincott, J. Bertram Box 3

Livingston, Burton.E. Box 3
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Loehn, Rodney C. Box 3

Loewing, Walter F. Box 3

Log of Collecting Trip, 1931 Box 3

Logs of Collecting Trips, 1936 Box 3

Log of Trip to Mesa, California,

Albuquerque, etc., 1930

Box 3

Longenecker, G. William Box 3

Lowe, Mrs. Josephine D. Box 3

Loyalty Pledge Box 3

Lutz, William Box 3

McCormack, F. Wells Box 3

MacDonald, H. H. Box 3

MacDougal, D. Box 3

McFarland, J. Horace Box 3

MacFarlane, John Muirhead Box 3

McHenry, A. Scott Box 3

MacLean, H. I. Box 3

Macy, R. H., & Co. Box 3

Maitland, Virginia K. Box 3

Mann, Alan N. Box 3

Map Store Box 3

Marsh, C. D. Box 3
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Mehorter, Rose Box 3

Melchers, L. E. Box 3

Mendenhall, John C. Box 3

Merrill, M. C. Box 3

Mills, W. H. Box 3

Milstead, Edwin H. Box 3

Minnick, J. H. Box 3

Miscellaneous notes Box 3

Mitchell, George F. Box 3

Mooers, C. A. Box 3

Moon, George Box 3

Morey, H. F. Box 3

Morgan, Joy E. Box 3

Morison, A. J. Box 3

Morris Arboretum, Board of Managers Box 3

Morris, Lawrence J. Box 3

Moulton, F. R. Box 3

Mullekin, Lee Box 3

Mulroy, J. R. Box 3

Mumford, E. M. Box 3

Musser, Paul H. Box 3

Box 3
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National Historical Park, Morristown, New

Jersey

Neal, Oliver H. Box 3

Neal, Oliver M., Jr. Box 3

Neale, Walter Box 3

Nelson, Martin Box 3

Newbold, Arthur E., Jr. Box 3

Norton, Arthur H. Box 3

Notes, Records of Analyses and

Experiments

 2 folders Box 3

Ogilvie, William V. Box 3

Okie, John M.  6 folders Box 3

Pennsylvania Society for Promoting Agriculture

Olive, Edgar W. Box 3

Olson, Nils A. Box 3

O'Neil, James Box 3

Owen, D. E. Box 3

Palmer, S. C. Box 3

Parsons, Charles L. Box 3

Pennell, Francis W. Box 3

Penniman, Josiah H. Box 3

Pennock, Edward Box 3
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Pennsylvania Horticultural Society  9 folders Box 4

Foley, Daniel J.

McFarland, M. C.

Root, Fannie A.

Samuel, Maria B.

Stout, C. Frederick C.

True, Rodney H., "The Relation of Plants to Each Other"

Wister, John C.

Pepper, George W. Box 3

Perkins, Anne E. Box 4

Pershing, John J. Box 4

Pettitt, L. A., Jr. Box 4

Dupree, Richard

Phelps, Isaac King Box 4

Phi Beta Kappa Box 4

Philadelphia Botanical Club Box 4

Philadelphia Chamber Music Association Box 4

Philadelphia Society for Promoting

Agriculture

 6 folders Box 4

Curwen, George F.

Hoopes, Edward

Iben, Icko

Jerabek, Esther

Okie, John M.

Pickett, Ralph

Stern, Edward, & Company

True, Rodney H., "A Sketch of the History of the Society"
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Wister, Frances

Woodward, Carl R.

Piggott, C. B. Box 4

Plymale, Lewis Box 4

Potter, F. D. Box 4

Prussing, E. E. Box 4

Pugh, Marshall Box 4

Quinn, R. J. Box 4

Randall, Inez May, "Physiological Action

of the Haloid Compounds of the Alkaline

Group on Lupinus albus"

Box 4

Record of Experiment Box 4

Research for Vacuum Oil Company,

1926-1927

Box 4

Riddle, Lincoln W. Box 4

Rigg, George B. Box 4

Riley, Albert A. Box 4

Rorer, William A. Box 4

Sachs, Julius von Box 4

Samuel, John D. Box 4

Sanford, William H. Box 4

Schelling, F. E. Box 4

Schively, Adeline Box 4
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Scheckebier, L. F. Box 4

Schmidt, L. B. Box 4

Schmittkind, Henry T. Box 4

Schwartz, Harry Box 4

Science Press Box 4

Scott, Archibald Ellis Box 4

Scott, James Grimshaw Box 4

Seiffriz, William Box 4

Sellers, Kathryn Box 4

Seltzer, Mary Louise Box 4

Seymour, W. F. Box 4

Shaffer, E. D. Box 4

Shantz, H. L. Box 4

Shaw, Arnold Box 4

Shull, C. A. Box 4

Shull, George H. Box 4

Sigafoos. Kitty Box 4

Sigma Xi Box 4

Simpson,Andrew Box 4

Sinnott, Edmund W. Box 4

Skeen, John R. Box 4
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Smedley, Caroline W. Box 4

Smith, Edgar F. Box 4

Smith, Erwin F. Box 4

Smith, M. C. Box 4

Smucker, S. J. Box 4

Societas Philomathea Box 4

Soule, Phelps Box 4

Sowers, William R. Box 4

Spalding, V. M. Box 4

Spero, Sterling Box 4

Stanard, W. G. Box 4

Steek Family Box 4

Steckbeck, Walter Box 4

Steinmetz, F. H. Box 4

Stenson, H. K. Box 4

Stephens, G. A. Box 4

Stevenson, John A. Box 4

Stockberger, W. W. Box 4

Stone, John H. Box 4

Stubbs, E. L. Box 4

Studer, Norman Box 4
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Styer, J. F. Box 4

Swem, Farl G. Box 4

Synott, Thomas W. Box 4

Taplinger, Vera B. Box 4

Taylor, Cornelia Jefferson Box 4

Taylor, Henry C. Box 4

Tebbetts, George E. Box 4

Thomas Jefferson's Garden Book  3 folders Box 4

Thompson, James S. Box 4

Thone, Frank Box 4

Tonkin, John Box 4

Townsend, John G. Box 4

Trelease, Samuel F. Box 4

True, John (Wisconsin State Senate, 1911) Box 4

True, Rodney H. Box 5

Addresses, Papers, Radio Talks  3 folders

"Andre Michaux, Botanist and Explorer"

"Beginnings of Agricultural Literature in

America"

"The Contribution of Science to Culture"

"Early Contributors to the Knowledge of

Pennsylvania Botany"
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Electrocardiographic Study, 1937 -

"Fertile Border Fields in Research"

"The Government Employee and

Organized Labor"

Miscellaneous Notes  2 folders

"Moral Heroism"

"Notes on Roman Agriculture"

"On Certain American Species of the So-

called Octhocarpus dicrana"

 3 folders

Presidential Invitation, 1912

"The Professor Discovers Himself"

Reports of Experiments

"Thomas Jefferson in Relation to

Botany"

"The University Man as Citizen"

"The Virginia Board of Agriculture"

Will and Testament

"Woman's Rights"

True, R. Philip Box 5

Tyler, R. G. Box 5

United States Department of Agriculture Box 5

United States Government Printing Office Box 5

United States Treasury Department Box 5
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University of Pennsylvania Box 5

Alumni Association

Botanical Library

Henry Phipps Tuberculosis Institute

Scholarship Committee

Sesquicentennial Exhibit

University of Wisconsin Box 5

Class of 1890

Delta Upsilon, 1887

Utt, Mr. Box 5

Veterinary Botany--Attendance at Lecture

on, January 22, 1930

Box 5

Vick, Albert F. W., Jr. Box 5

W. P. A. Box 5

Wagner, A. Marie Box 5

Wallace, Paul A. W. Box 5

Walter, A. F. Box 5

Warburtong C. W. Box 5

Ward, Harry F. Box 5

Watson, Charles Box 5

Webster, Mrs. Hollis Box 5

Welchl, Winona Box 5

Wildman, Edward E. Box 5

William and Mary College Library Box 5
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William Penn Charter School, Philadelphia Box 5

Williams and Wilkins Company, Publishers Box 5

Williams, Caroll R. Box 5

Wistar Society Box 5

Wister, John C. Box 5

Wood, Emlen Box 5

Woodlands Cemetery Box 5

Woodward, Carl R. Box 5

Wright, Alfred W. Box 5

Wright, Mary Box 5

York, H. H. Box 5

Young, Thomas B. Box 5

Zantzinger, Margaret S. (Mrs. C. C.) Box 5

Zirkle, Conway Box 5

Zook, George F. Box 5

Zullinger, Robert L. Box 5
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Series II. Personal correspondence  1862-1937  2.0 Linear

feet

Correspondence of various members of the families of Rodney H. True and his wife Katherine.

Although the bulk is purely personal, True's research interests and personal interests often overlapped,

and several correspondents mingle the professional and personal. His brother Gordon, an agricultural

scientist at the University of California (Berkeley and later Davis), is particularly prone to discuss

his academic endeavors and his efforts to better himself professionally, and True's sisters Eunice and

Katherine, teachers at Berea College, also provide details on their academic careers.

The remaining correspondence provides a perspective on the social and family life of Rodney and

Katherine True, including . The bulk of the correspondence falls in the period between 1910 and 1930.

Addison Box 6

Allyn, Herman B. Box 6

Arbuckle, Virginia Box 6

Arndt, C. H. Box 6

Arndt,Miriam Ellis Box 6

Arnold, Beretha Harris Box 6

Babcock, Ernest B. Box 6

Bard, Herbert D. Box 6

Barnett, Claribel Box 6

Barnett, Fanny Box 6

Barnhouse, Donald Grey Box 6

Bartlett, H. H. Box 6

Bartley, H. N. Box 6

Beede, Abbie S. ("Aunt Abbie")  3 folders Box 6
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Bergen, Fanny D. Box 6

Bergen, J. J. Box 6

Bergen, J. Y. Box 6

Berger, Martina Box 6

Bierer, Bert W. Box 6

Birtch, M. Box 6

Blackburn, Harry Box 6

Bogan, Lucy True Box 6

Booth, E. T. Box 6

Bowles, John W. Box 6

Bowman, Mary O. Box 6

Brady, Jesse E. Box 6

Breckon, W. O. Box 6

Brenchley, Winifred E. Box 6

Brigham, Alice Box 6

Broder, S. B. Box 6

Brokaw, Mary F. Box 6

Brown, Benjamin Box 6

Cabeen, Sarah C. Box 6

Cabeen, Charles W. Box 6

Cain, Will B. Box 6
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Cairus, William B. Box 6

Caldwell, J. E. Box 6

Cartebank, Alice Box 6

Campbell, Jessie Hays Box 6

Carrier, Lyman Box 6

Charon, Martha Kean Box 6

Child, Clarence G. Box 6

Choate, Ernest A. Box 6

Christmas greetings Box 6

Chrysostom, Mother Mary Box 6

Clark, W. B. Box 6

Clough, Mabel E. Box 6

Coddington, Hester Box 6

Coleman, Grace Smith Box 6

Collins, Virginia Box 6

Condolences on the death of Mrs. P. D.

McAssey ("Bama")

 2 folders Box 6

Condolences on the death of Katherine True  2 folders Box 6

Conklin, E. G. Box 6

Cook, Ellen P. Box 6

Cook, Emily D. Box 6

Cooke, May Thaler Box 6
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Cook, Mel T. Box 6

Coolidge, Jefferson Box 6

Cope, Albert B. Box 6

Corbett, Evelyn Box 6

Cosmos Club Box 6

Crane, Dorothy Saxon Box 6

Crawford, Alice R. Box 6

Crawford, Joseph Box 6

Crosby, H. Lamar Box 6

 Crosby, Lilian

Real photo postcard to Katherine True

Box 6

Culhane, Bessie Box 6

Culhane, Thomas J. Box 6

Cunelli, George Box 6

Cunlifee, Rex B. Box 6

 Curtis, Virginia H.

ALS to Katherine True

Box 6

Davis, J. S. Box 6

Davis, Lucy Tennant Box 6

Davis, Watson Box 6

Day, Anna Blackiston Box 6

 Deane, Walter

ALS to Philip True

Box 6
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Deane, Margaret C. Box 6

Deance, Walter Box 6

Demarest, Lillian Box 6

Denniston, R. H. Box 6

Dickson, Mary Box 6

Druckerman, Benjamin Box 6

Dufrenoy, J. Box 6

Duvall, Frankie Box 6

 Eastwood, Alice

ALS to Mrs. Bergen

Box 6

Edwards, John K. Box 6

Eyster, H. Clyde Box 6

Fall, S. Box 6

Ellis, Mrs. E. C. Box 6

 Eppes, Matilda B.

ALS to Katherine True

Box 6

Farquhar, Allan Box 6

Farr, Edith M. Box 6

Fellows, Maude Box 6

Fitzpatrick, J. C. Box 6

Fletcher, Joseph Box 6

Fogg, John M. Box 6
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Forbes, Allyn B. Box 6

Ford, M. T. Box 6

Fraley, C. Box 6

Frazier, Elizabeth Parrish Box 6

Fryer, Eugenie Box 6

Galbraith, C. S. Box 6

Galloway, B. T. Box 6

Gary, Helen N. Box 6

Goodall, Henrietta J. Box 6

 Grash, Amanda

ALS to Katherine True

Box 6

Gray, Isabel E. Box 6

Gray, Sarah Box 6

Greenwood, A. M. Box 6

Greenwood, Barbara Box 6

Gregory, Helen B. Box 6

Gregory, Julia Box 6

Griffin, Mary Alice Box 6

Grosh, Ruth Box 6

Grundlach, Adelaide Box 6

Guthoff, Catherine Box 6

Hall, Henrietta K. Box 7
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Hall, Mrs. M. W. Box 7

Hannam, Clara K. Box 7

Harper's Magazine. Editor Box 7

Harshberger, John W. Box 7

Hart, Alan Box 7

Harvey, John H. Box 7

Hathaway, W. E. Box 7

Haven, Herbert M. W. Box 7

 Hays, Emma

ALS to Elisa P. Smith

Box 7

Haywood, Charlotte Box 7

Haywood, Edith Box 7

Haywood, Katharine Box 7

Hedges, Florence Box 7

Hedrick, U. P. Box 7

Herbert, W. Box 7

Havens, Ruby Box 7

Hill, F. D. Box 7

 Hill, R. J.

ALS to Mrs. E. N. Harris

Box 7

Hismetad, Ralph E. Box 7

Hobbs, William H. Box 7
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Holroyd, Roland Box 7

Houston, S. F. Box 7

Howell, Albert G. Box 7

Howell, Ann Hasseltine Box 7

Howell, Trix Box 7

Hughes, Jessie Box 7

Hull, Myra Box 7

Humphrey, Josephine Box 7

Huntington,Helen Box 7

Hussey, Anna Box 7

Hussey, David Box 7

Hussey, Florence Box 7

Hussey, William Box 7

Huston, Carey Box 7

Iliff, Lucinda M. Box 7

Jack, Helen Box 7

Jackson, Dugald C. Box 7

James, J. E. Box 7

Jameson, Franklin Box 7

Jennings, O. R. Box 7

Includes TMs by True, "Lichens from the New England coast:

Jodidi, S. L. Box 7
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Johnson, Emory K. Box 7

Johnson, Kate Box 7

Johnson, Marie Box 7

Jones, Allen F. Box 7

Jones, Frank Morton Box 7

Junkin, Emily H. Box 7

Junkin, Francis T. A. Box 7

Kean, Jefferson R. Box 7

Kelley, Arthur Box 7

Kelsey, Abbie B. Box 7

Kennedy, Anna D. Box 7

Kenney, Fred C. Box 7

Kimball, Geraldine Box 7

Kimball, Julia S. Box 7

 King, M. Alice

ALS to Katherine True

Box 7

King, Thomas B. Box 7

Kinsler, J. H. Box 7

 Kinsler, John

ALS to Katherine True

Box 7

 Kinsler, Laurie

ALS to Katherine True

Box 7

Kirk, John F. Box 7
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Kirk, Mrs. John F. Box 7

Kirk, Sophia Box 7

Kirkpatrick, M. D. Box 7

Kirkpatrick, Martha Box 7

Kirkup, Mary Amelia Box 7

Kline, Mrs. S. R. Box 7

Kline, Samuel R. Box 7

Klugh, George F. Box 7

Kraege, F. G. Box 7

Kramar, Adam R. Box 7

Lager, David Box 7

Lagar, Florence Box 7

Lambert, James Box 7

Lammasten, Mary L. Box 7

Langford, Alma Box 7

Lauman, G. N. Box 7

Lefever, Harriet Box 7

Leslie, Martina Box 7

Lewis, Martha Box 7

Lewton, F. L. Box 7

Libby, G. Box 7
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Lichte, Bert Box 7

Linning, Mildred Box 7

Little, Edna H. Box 7

Little, William, Jr. Box 7

Living Age Box 7

Lowe, Edith Blinston Box 7

Lowe, Josephine D. Box 7

Lukens, Elsie F. Box 7

Lukens, Victor Herbert Box 7

Lungren, Eleanor S. Box 7

McAssey, Albert E. Box 7

McAssey, Alice Box 7

McAssey, Carl Philip Box 7

McAssey, Elizabeth Box 7

Mcassey, Ellis Box 7

McAssey, Esther Box 7

McAssey, Frank H. Box 7

McAssey, Fred  2 folders Box 7

McAssey, Mrs. P. D. ("Bamma") Box 7

McAssey, Lula Box 7

McAssey, Mabel Box 7
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McAssey, Mary True Box 7

McAssey, May Box 7

McCaw, Mary Belle Box 7

McClintock, J. A. Box 7

McConnell, Francis J. Box 7

MacFarland, Emilie Box 7

MacFarlane, John Box 7

MacKenzie, Adele Box 7

MacKenzie, Marion Box 7

MacLean, H. I. Box 7

McQuilkin, W. E. Box 7

Marsh, C. Wilder Box 7

Marsh, Florence W. Box 7

Martin Box 7

Mason, Ara Roberts Box 7

Matthews, Edwin Box 7

Mehorter, Mrs. Box 7

Menell, George Box 7

Miller, Howard A. Box 7

Miller, J. Armstrong Box 7

Miner, Miss Box 7
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Miscellaneous -- Business Box 7

Miscellaneous Box 7

Mitchell, George F. Box 8

 Mitchell, Nell Rose

ALS to Katherine True

Box 8

Miyoshi, M. Box 8

Mone, George A. Box 8

 Morris, Cathie K.

ALS to Katherine True

Box 8

Moser, Martha S. Box 8

Moses, Tad Box 8

Neal, Franklin Box 8

Neal, Oliver M., Jr. Box 8

 Nicolay, Helen

ALS to Katherine True

Box 8

Norton, Arthur H. Box 8

Ochsner, Edward H. Box 8

Olson, Oluf E. Box 8

Ostram, Oscar  2 folders Box 8

Otis, Lois M. Box 8

Palmer-Jones, Linda Box 8

Parmenter, C. L. Box 8

Paschall, S. Edward Box 8
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Perkins, Anne E. Box 8

Philbrook, Bertha Box 8

Philbrook, Louise Box 8

Phillips, Alice Hall Box 8

Pinch, Alice Miriam  9 folders Box 8

Pinch, Jack Box 8

Pinch, Mary M. Box 8

Pinch, Pearse Box 8

Pinch, Ruth  2 folders Box 8

Pinch, Thomas M. Box 8

Plaisted, Mrs. Forrest Box 8

Poole, Hariett C. Box 8

Powell, King Box 8

Price, J. S. Box 8

Prouty, Edward A. Box 8

Ramsey, Orie Box 8

Reiland, Karl Box 8

Richards, Katherine D. Box 8

Robinson, Mabel M. Box 8

 Rorr, Sarah T.

ALS to Katherine True

Box 8

Ross, Cornelia D. Box 8
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Savage, Henry Box 8

Schautz, Lucia Box 8

Scott, Archibald Box 8

Scott, Mrs. E. M. Box 8

Sllers, Kathryn Box 8

Sharp, Aaron J. Box 8

Shine, Francis Eppis Box 8

Shoss Box 8

Silsbee, Annie Box 8

Singer, Mrs. Robert E. Box 8

Smith, Edward Box 8

Smith, Erwin F. Box 8

Smith, Forster Box 8

Smith, Lois B. Box 8

Smith, Richard M. Box 8

Stafford, Joseph Box 8

Re: Leipzig

Steck Box 8

Steckbeck, Walter Box 8

Spillman, Marian Miller Box 8

Stevens, E. Ray Box 8

Stevens, Emma R. Box 8
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Stevens, Margaret Box 8

Stiffler, Ethel Box 8

Stevens, F. V. Box 8

Stone, Mary Bradford Box 8

Taylor, Cornelia J. Box 8

Taylor, William Randolph Box 8

Tennant, Lucy Box 8

Tonkin, Margaret Box 8

True Ancestry Box 8

True, Asa W. Box 8

True, Mrs. Charles Ancil Box 8

True Elizabeth (Mrs. Gordon) Box 8

True, Elizabeth (dau. of Gordon and

Elizabeth)

Box 8

True, Ernest Box 8

True, Eunice  3 folders Box 8

True, Eunice M. Box 8

True, Gordon  6 folders Box 8

True, Gordon, Jr. Box 8

True, Harriet Box 9

True, John M. Box 9

True, Mrs. John M. Box 9
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True, Katherine  5 folders Box 9

True, Katherine Wilson (Mrs. Ernest =

"Katherine 3")

Box 9

True, Katherine ("Katherine IV") Box 9

True, Katherine (Mrs. Rodney H.)  2 folders Box 9

True, Martha ("Patsey", Mrs. Rodney H.) Box 9

True, Mary A. Box 9

True, Mary Anne Box 9

True, Philip  2 folders Box 9

True, Rodney H. Accounts Box 9

 True, Rodney H.

Bond to Elizabeth M. Neale

Box 9

 True, Rodney H.

Letters to his son

Box 9

 True, Rodney H.

Letters to his wife and family

Box 9

Tschiffely, E. L. Box 9

Tuttle, William Box 9

Ulrey, Florence Box 9

Unidentified  2 folders Box 9

Van Fleet, Sarah C. Box 9

Vaughan, George Box 9

Vaughan, Rufus G. Box 9
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Verse (unsigned) Box 9

Wallis, Jessie M. Box 9

Warburton, C. W. Box 9

Waters, Elizabeth Box 9

Wean, Robert E. Box 9

Weatherald, Ethelwyn Box 9

Weber, Florence M. Box 9

Weinbach, Lily Amelia Box 9

Welch, Winona H. Box 9

Wller, Charles and Gene Box 9

Wells, Edward Box 9

White, Henry Box 9

Who's Who Box 9

Wilder, Mary B. Box 9

Williams, Kate Box 9

Williams, Lillie Box 9

Williamson, Susan Davidson Box 9

Wills, Katherine D. Box 9

Winston, John D. Box 9

Winston, Kate Box 9

Winston, Paré Box 9

 Woodhull, Mrs. Box 9
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Mr. McAssey

Woods, Herbert R. Box 9

Woods, William Box 9

Woodward, Carl R. Box 9

right, H. R. Box 9

Yapp, Emma Denniston Box 9

Tocum, L. Edwin Box 9

Young, Thomas B. Box 9
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Series III. Notebooks  1889-1929  0.5 Linear

feet 28 vols.

Notebooks, memorandum books, and accounts kept by Rodney H. True. The series includes a valuable

set of notes kept by True while studying for his doctorate at the University of Leipzig, including notes

for comparative anatomy, general botany, general zoology, and paleontology.

Several later notebooks pertain to True's research in plant physiology and to his research on Thomas

Jefferson. Series I includes three "logs" of botanical excursions 1930, 1931 and 1936. One volume

includes fairly extensive genealogical notes of True's.

 True, Rodney H.

Account book

 1889-1893  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Address books, Memorandum books

 n.d.  2 vols. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Bank book

 1921-1926  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Botanical notes

 1893(?)  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Botanical notes no. 2

 1929  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Botanical notes, Lecture notes for Botany V

 1931, 1929  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Comparison of the toxic effects of the

Strontium and Calcium ions

 n.d.  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Food squad

 1917  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Miscellaneous botanical notes (class notes)

 n.d.  1 vol. Box 10
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 True, Rodney H.

Miscellaneous notes

 n.d.  1 vol. (140p.) Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Miscellaneous notes and memorandum

books

 n.d.  6 vols. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Miscellaneous notes on Thomas Jefferson;

genealogy

 1911(?)  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Miscellaneous reading notes

 n.d.  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Notes from Leipzig

 1893-1894  7 vols. Box 10

Allgemeine Botanik; Experimental

Pflanzphysiologie [sic]

 1893-1894  1 vol. Box 10

Allgemeine Zoologie I  1894  1 vol. Box 10

Course taught by Rudolph Leuckart

Allgemeine Zoologie II  1894  1 vol. Box 10

Course taught by Rudolph Leuckart

Miscellaneous notes  1893-1894  1 vol. Box 10

Miscellaneous notes 2  1894  1 vol. Box 10

Questions and notes relating to Wilhelm Pfeffer.

Paleontology  1894  1 vol. Box 10

Vergleichende Anatomie  1894  1 vol. Box 10

Course taught by Rudolph Leuckart

 True, Rodney H.  1913  1 vol. Box 10
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Notes on Thomas Jefferson

 True, Rodney H.

Sea water experiments

 1902  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Seed Experiments, Doylestown, no. 1

 1929  1 vol. Box 10

 True, Rodney H.

Seed Experiments, Doylestown, no. 2

 1929  1 vol. Box 10
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Series IV. Diaries  1883-1926  0.5 Linear

feet 9 vols.

Miscellaneous diaries of Rodney H. True, kept sporadically. For the most part, the diaries written prior

to 1917 include perfunctory daily notes on True's professional activities, with occasional personal

comments, but the diaries for 1917-1919 include longer and more interesting passages. Although True

was not a retrospective diarist, he commented regularly on the news from Europe and, to a lesser degree,

on the home front, where he used his knowledge of agricultural science to assist in raising food for the

war effort. The diaries for 1883 and 1926 are very brief, the latter being more an appointment book than

a true diary.

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 1883  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 1910-1911  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 1912  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 1912  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 1914  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 May-October 1917  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 April-September 1918  1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 September 1918-February

1919

 1 vol. Box 11

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 February-July 1919  1 vol. Box 11



Rodney H. True Papers 1846-19391913-1939  Mss.B.T763

Series IV. Diaries

- Page 60 -

 True, Rodney H.

Diary

 1926  1 vol. Box 11
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Series V. Printed material  1846-1938  0.5 Linear

feet

A completely miscellaneous assemblage of printed materials, ranging from newspaper clippings to

reprints, ephemera, and small publications by groups in which True had a professional or personal

interest. These include a few pamphlets relating to the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, the

Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture, and the University of Pennsylvania.

Benevolent societies  1925-1927 Box 12

League of Neighbors

Near East Relations

Botanical  1909-1938 Box 12

Botanical Society of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture

Invitations  n.d. Box 12

Music and theatre  1924-1930 Box 12

Newspaper clippings  ca.1920-ca.1935 Box 12

Newspaper clippings -- Darlington gas

damage case

 1930 Box 12

Philadelphia organizations  1927, n.d. Box 12

Political  1927-1929 Box 12

Reprints  1846-1936 Box 12

Shipboard news (S.S. Colomba)  1928 Box 12

University of Pennsylvania  1924-1928 Box 12

Miscellaneous  1911-1937 Box 12


