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Summary Information

Repository

Creator

Title

Date[inclusive]

Call number

Extent

Extent

L ocation

L anguage

Container

Abstract

American Philosophical Society

Logan, James, 1674-1751

Selections from the correspondence of the Honourable James Logan,
1699-1750

1699-1750

Mss.B.L82

4.0 Volume(s) 4 volumes, copies

4 volumes, copies.

LH-MV-E-3

English

1-4

Copied by Mrs. Deborah Norris Logan from original |etters and
papersin her family, with additions by J. Francis Fisher and Redmond

Conyngham. Includes Logan's correspondence with William Penn,
Hannah Callowhill Penn, Isaac Norris, Governor George Clarke of

New Y ork, Governor William Gooch of Virginia, and Governor George
Thomas of Pennsylvania. Contains materials regarding early Philadelphia

and Indian and colonial affairs.
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Background note

James Logan was a merchant, statesman, and scholar.
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Administrative | nformation

Publication | nfor mation

American Philosophical Society

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Presented by Dr. and Mrs. George Logan, 1817-1819, and by Redmond Conyngham and J. Francis
Fisher; accessioned, 1900. See in-house shelf list for additional accession numbers.

Alternative Form Available

Printed in large part in Correspondence Between William Penn and James Logan (Historical Society

of Pennsylvania, Memoirs 9, 10 [1870-1872]). Among the items not included in thiswork are Logan's
letters to Governors George Clarke of New Y ork, Sir William Gooch of Virginia, and George Thomas
of Pennsylvania, 1737-1745, on Indian and general colonial policies; extracts from Logan's commercial
letterbook, 1717; and letters on literary topics, book purchases, and his library, including letters to Peter
Collinson, Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Redwood, and John Whiston.

Original Location

Copies of original papersin the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

Indexing Terms

Genre(s)

+ Official Government Documents and Records
» Political Correspondence

Geographic Name(s)

» Philadelphia(Pa.) -- Politics and government.
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Per sonal Name(s)

* Conyngham, Redmond, 1781-1846

» Fisher, Joshua Francis, 1807-1873

* Logan, Deborah Norris, 1761-1839

e Norris, Isaac, 1671-1735

* Penn, Hannah Calowhill, 1671-1726
* Penn, William,1644-1718.

Subject(s)

¢ Colonial Palitics
*  Government Affairs
* Pennsylvania History

Other Descriptive Information

These four volumes of |etters are edited transcriptions of letters now at the HSP. The letters were edited
by Deborah Norris Logan, who authored books on colonial Pennsylvania history in the nineteenth
century. Although many of the letters are nearly complete, Norris occasionally summarizes content rather
than transcribe it. There are some letters that are not from or to Logan, but were likely in his possession.
Among those are letters from Conrad Weiser, Richard Peters, and Thomas Lee of Virginia. Although the
letters are from 1674-1751, most are from the first quarter of the eighteenth century.

This collection of Logan correspondence consists of four bound volumes compiled by Deborah Norris
Logan. Thefirst volume opens with a biographical profile of Logan. The remaining part of this volume
and the other three contain Deborah’s transactions of his letters. These |etters, most of which arein
original form at the HSP, contain much of Logan’s official correspondence as a representative of the
proprietor. Conrad Weiser is aregular letter writer, and some of his correspondence is addressed to people
other than James Logan. There is asignificant number of letters to/from William Penn, and alot of the
material touches on colonial politics, especialy Indian affairs.

The volumes organize Logan’ s correspondence by theme or event. For instance, there is a section on
Logan’s correspondence with William Penn up until 1704, another section on Governor Evans’ “false
aarm,” when he claimed Philadel phia was about to be attacked, and a section on Indian and colonial
affairs. The volumes are intended to move chronological and convey a clear perspective on the colony’s
history and Logan’s place within it. Each volume contains a rough table of contents compiled by Deborah
that outlines her organization of the letters.
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