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Harriet Verena Evans was born in Lancaster, Pa., on April 28, 1782, the
daughter of John and Sarah Musser. On May 21, 1807, Harriet married
Cadwalader Evans (1762-1841), aformer surveyor who went on to a
distinguished career in politics, as one of the directors of the Bank of the
United States, a promoter of the Schuylkill Canal, and president of the
Schuylkill Navigation Company. The couple had nine children, including
aset of twins.

The diary of Harriet Verena Evansis an unusual example of awoman's
spiritual diary from early national Philadelphia. Beginning on her 46th
birthday in 1827, the same day her seventeen year-old son John died,
Evans made sporadic entriesin her diary for seventeen years, marking
birthdays, holidays, special events, and anniversaries of various kinds.
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Fixated upon praying (or fretting) over her spiritual state and future,
Evans continued to mourn over John's loss for many years, remembering
him regularly on the date of his birth, death, and burial. She was aso
particularly prone to composing (or copying) religious poetry, and in
sections, the diary verges on a poetical commonplace book. Other entries
reveal Evans concern for her other children, three of whom were students
at the University of Pennsylvania, and on July 25, 1832, she made a
particularly long entry discussing the arrival of the cholerain Philadel phia

Cite as: Harriet Verena Evans Diary, American Philosophical Society.

- Page 4 -



Harriet Verena Evans Diary 1827-1844 Mss.B.Ev5

Background note

Harriet Verena Evans was born in Lancaster, Pa., on April 28, 1782, the daughter of John and Sarah
Musser. On May 21, 1807, Harriet married Cadwalader Evans (1762-1841), aformer surveyor who
went on to a distinguished career in politics, as one of the directors of the Bank of the United States, a
promoter of the Schuylkill Canal, and president of the Schuylkill Navigation Company. The couple had
nine children, including a set of twins.
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Scope & content

The diary of Harriet Verena Evansis an unusual example of awoman's spiritual diary from early national
Philadel phia. Beginning on her 46th birthday in 1827, the same day her seventeen year-old son John died,
Evans made sporadic entriesin her diary for seventeen years, marking birthdays, holidays, specia events,
and anniversaries of various kinds. Fixated upon praying (or fretting) over her spiritual state and future,
Evans continued to mourn over John's loss for many years, remembering him regularly on the date of his
birth, death, and burial. She was also particularly prone to composing (or copying) religious poetry, and
in sections, the diary verges on a poetical commonplace book. Other entries reveal Evans concern for her
other children, three of whom were students at the University of Pennsylvania, and on July 25, 1832, she
made a particularly long entry discussing the arrival of the cholerain Philadel phia.
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* Diaries

e Diaries.
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Subject(s)

» Cholera--Pennsylvania--Philadelphia
* Death

» Literature, Arts, and Culture

* Mourning customs

* Redigion

» Social Life and Custom

o Spiritua life

* Women--Pennsylvania--Philadelphia

Other Descriptive Information

This volume is the diary/commonplace book of Harriet Evans. It is often deeply religious. For afull
description, please read the full MOLE entry.
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