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Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society

Creator Penn, Thomas,1702-1775.

Title Thomas Penn correspondence, 1747-1771, with James Hamilton
Date[inclusive] 1747-1771

Call number Mss.974.8.P36¢

Extent 1.0 Volume(s) 1 volume, 500 p.

Extent 1 volume, 500 p.

L ocation LH-MV-B-11

L anguage English

Container 1

Abstract This volume contains approximately 175 letters written by Thomas Penn

and Richard Penn on public business. A few are copies of letters by James
Hamilton, a member of the Provincial Council and lieutenant governor of
Pennsylvania, and by or to Abraham Taylor.
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Background note

The son of William Penn, Thomas Penn served as proprietor of Pennsylvania.
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Administrative | nformation

Publication | nfor mation

American Philosophical Society

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Presented by J. Francis Fisher, 1834; accessioned, 1900 (1900 2753).

Indexing Terms

Genre(s)

» Business Records and Accounts

* Genera Correspondence

o Officia Government Documents and Records
» Political Correspondence

Geographic Name(s)

* Pennsylvania-- Politics and government -- To 1775.

Subj ect(s)

* American Revolution
» Colonia Politics

*  Government Affairs

e Land and Speculation
e Military History

e Pennsylvania History
e Seven Years War
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Other Descriptive Infor mation

This Thomas and Richard Penn Collection contains a range of correspondence from the proprietors of
Pennsylvania, Thomas and Richard Penn (especially Thomas, the chief proprietor), to their agentsin
Pennsylvania, especially James Hamilton, who served as governor in the 1750s. The Collection beginsin
the 1740s, spans the Seven Y ears War, and ends in the midst of the imperia crisis. Because of the time
period covered, the letters touch on many important matters regarding the militarization of Pennsylvania,
political battles within the colony, and the crisis brought about by imperial consolidation in the 1760s.

Of particular prominence in this collection are |etters relating to the Seven Y ears War, tax issuesin the
colony, and the post-war policies of the British Empire as they affected Pennsylvania.

In addition to serving as governor, James Hamilton was alarge landowner who also represented the
proprietors’ landed interests in and around Lancaster County, information on which is aso conveyed in
this collection.

Additional records of Hamilton’ s correspondence can be found in the Burd-Shippen Collection, most of
which relate to his term as governor during the Seven Y ears War and to his deep interests in Lancaster
County.
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