Account of therobbery of the papersof Arthur Lee,
American agent at Berlin, June 26, 1777 - July 5, 1777
June 26, 1777 - July 5, 1977
Mss.973.3.Ac2

American Philosophical Society
105 South Fifth Street

Philadelphia, PA, 19106
215-440-3400
manuscripts@amphilsoc.org



Account of the robbery of the papers of Arthur Lee, American agent at Berlin, June 26, 1777 - July 5...

Table of Contents

W01 0= YA 1 g1 0017 1 o o S
2 F 01 (0 011 o I o (=
AdMINISIrative INFOMMIBLION .........oiiiiieiesi et st b ettt e s e e e sb et e see b e sae e e eneens
10 L= o T 1= 0 1SS
Other Descriptive INFOrMELION .......cc.veieeieiecce e e et e e e re e e e s aeeteeseesreenneeneesseesens

Other Descriptive INFOrMELION .......cc.veieeieiecce e e et e e e re e e e s aeeteeseesreenneeneesseesens

- Page 2 -



Account of the robbery of the papers of Arthur Lee, American agent at Berlin, June 26, 1777 - July 5...

Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society
Creator Lee, Arthur, 1740-1792
Title Account of the robbery of the papers of Arthur Lee, American agent at

Berlin, June 26, 1777 - duly 5, 1777

Date June 26, 1777 - July 5, 1977

Call number Mss.973.3.Ac2

Extent 1.0 Volume(s) 1 volume, 44 p.

Extent 1 volume, 44 p.

L ocation LH-MV-E-13

Language German

L anguage In German, with French tranglation.

Container 1

Abstract The proceedings before the criminal judge, of the Government of Prussia,

in relation to the robbery of Lee's official papers, while Minister at that
court in the time of Frederick the Great (as described in letter from
Richard Henry Leeto Dr. Mease, 1826 May 31).
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Background note

Arthur Lee was a physician, lawyer, and diplomat. He was elected to the American Philosophical Society
in 1768.
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Administrative | nformation

Publication | nfor mation

American Philosophical Society

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Presented by Richard H. Lee and accessioned, 1826 (1826 50519).

Indexing Terms

Genreg(s)

e Diplomatic Material
* Proceedings.

Geographic Name(s)
* Prussia(Germany) -- Politics and government -- 1740-1786.
Subject(s)

« American Revolution
e Crimina law.
» Diplomatic History

Other Descriptive Information

This episode is described in Lee, Richard H., "Life of Arthur Lee" (Boston, 1829), 1 : 96.
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Other Descriptive Infor mation

Arthur Lee served as the American agent in Berlin, where he represented U.S. interests to the court of
the King of Prussia, Frederick. The collection consists of a series of documents relating to the robbery of
Arthur Lee' s papersin Berlin, most likely by an English agent. The documents are in both German and
French. The documents include depositions and interviews that cast the blame for the theft on an English

agent and a servant. Information on this event can be found in the Franklin Papers and The Life of Arthur
Lee.
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