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Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society

Title Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta Index

Date ca. 1830

Call number Mss.580.7.R81

Extent 1.0 Volume(s) 154 p.

Extent 1 vol. (154p.)

Location LH-MV-E-10

Language English

Container 1

Abstract Founded in 1787, the Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta, was the leading

center for botanical investigation in the English South Asian colonies.

The Index lists plants held at the Botanic Gardens in about 1830, arranged

alphabetically by indigenous name. Recorded in fourteen languages, with

Latin binomial equivalents, the volume also makes note of those species

described by the former superintendent of the Garden, William Roxburgh,

and includes a few flattened specimens between the pages.

Preferred Citation Cite as: Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta, Index, American Philosophical

Society.
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Background note

Founded by the East India Company in 1787, the Royal Botanic Garden in Calcutta, India, (now the
Indian Botanic Garden) was one of the largest tropical gardens in the world during the nineteenth century,
supporting a vast herbarium that became the core of the present day Central National Herbarium of India.
Specializing in the native flora from all of the regions of India, the Garden was an important source for
the cultivation of orchids, bamboos, and palms, and was an important supplier of plants to Kew and other
European gardens. It remains an important center for botanical research.
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Scope & content

The Alphabetical Index is a classified listing of plants held in the collections of the Royal Botanic Garden
at Calcutta in about 1830. Arranged by their native names in fourteen languages ranging from Arabic
to Uriya, paired with their Latin binomial equivalent, the index represents a snapshot of one of the most
important English colonial botanic gardens. Those species described by the former superintendent of the
Garden, William Roxburgh (1751-1815), are distinctly noted.

Although lacking a date, the Index is written on a variety of watermarked papers, ranging from Whatman
(1826) to Radway (1828). Eleven plant specimens have been folded between the pages.
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

American Philosophical Society 8/2001

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Acquired from James Fenning, February, 2001. Accession number M2001-17.

Related Materials

Related Material

The Joseph Banks Papers at the State Library of New South Wales includes an earlier list of plants held at
the Botanic Gardens. See Christopher Smith "List of Plants from the Honble Companies Botanic Garden
at Calcutta for the Royal Gardens at Kew," 1795 (Series 16.15), and "List of Plants on board the Royl
Adml for the Honbl East India Company's Botanic Garden at Calcutta," September 1795 (Series 16.11).

The Papers of Charles Baron Clarke (B C555) and Victor Jacquemont (Ms. Coll. 103) contain additional
information on botany in nineteenth century India.

Indexing Terms

Personal Name(s)

• Roxburgh, William, 1751-1815

Subject(s)

• Beyond Early America
• Botanical gardens--India
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Other Descriptive Information

This manuscript collection falls outside the geographic scope of the Early American guide (British North
America and the United States before 1840). It may be of interest to scholars interested in global history,
international relations, imperialism, or the U.S. in the world.


