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Summary Information

Repository American Philosophical Society

Creator Schmick, Joh. Jac. (Johann Jacob), 1714-1778

Title Miscellanea linguae nationis Indicae Mahikan

Date [inclusive] Circa 1753-1767

Call number Mss.497.3.Sch5

Extent 0.2 Linear feet

Extent 0.2 linear feet

Location LH-MV-E-15

Language German

Abstract Born in Königsberg, Prussia, in 1714, the Moravian missionary Johann

Jacob Schmick studied theology as a young man and became acquainted

with the teachings of the United Brethren as early as 1742, taking his

first communion six years later. He was called to become a missionary

in 1751, and was appointed to the Indian congregation at Gnadenhutten,

Pa., ministering primarily to a congregation of Mahican converts

who had settled there. Schmick taught reading and writing, and was

particularly known for teaching singing and introducing the spinet and

other instruments to the Indians. He continued in his missionary work

almost to the time of his death in 1778.

Schmick's Miscellanea linguae nationis Indicae Mahikan consists of two

volumes (322pp.) of manuscript vocabulary and notes on the Mahican

language recorded between about 1753 and 1767. It consists of words

and phrases in Mahican, written phonologically, and translated into
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their German equivalents. The volumes have been edited, translated,

and published by Carl Masthay as   Schmick's Mahican Dictionary  APS

Memoir 197 (1991).

Preferred Citation Cite as: Joh. Jac. Schmick, Miscellanea linguae nationis Indicae Mahikan,

American Philosophical Society.
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Background note

Born in Königsberg, Prussia, on October 9, 1714, the Moravian missionary Johann Jacob Schmick studied
theology as a young man and became acquainted with the teachings of the United Brethren as early as
1742, taking his first communion six years later. He was called to become a missionary in 1751, and was
appointed to the Indian congregation at Gnadenhutten, Pa., ministering primarily to a congregation of
Mahican converts who had settled there. Schmick taught reading and writing, and was particularly known
for teaching singing and introducing the spinet and other instruments to the Indians.

After the original settlement at Gnadenhutten was attacked and destroyed in 1755, Schmick remained
with the Mahicans through exile and captivity, facing almost constant threats from white neighbors. He
joined his congregation as they sought refuge in Bethlehem, followed them as captives to Philadelphia,
and remained with them after they settled in Wyalusing (also called Friedenshutten), Pa., in 1765.
Schmick's last move with his congregation came in 1773, when he moved to the new settlement of
Gnadenhutten in the Ohio Valley. He was not present at the Gnadenhutten massacre, having returned to
Lititz, Pa., in 1777. He died there on Jan. 23, 1778.
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Scope & content

Schmick's Miscellanea linguae nationis Indicae Mahikan consists of two volumes (322pp.) of manuscript
vocabulary and notes on the Mahican language recorded between about 1753 and 1767. It consists of
words and phrases in Mahican, written phonologically, and translated into their German equivalents. The
volumes have been edited, translated, and published by Carl Masthay as Schmick's Mahican Dictionary
 APS Memoir 197 (1991).
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

American Philosophical Society 2003

Provenance

Acquisition Information

Gift of John G. E. Heckewelder, 1820.

Processing Information

Recatalogued by rsc, 2002.

Alternative Form Available

The Schmick miscellanea has been microfilmed (Film 1362).

Indexing Terms

Genre(s)

• Dictionaries.
• Language Material
• Native American Materials

Subject(s)

• Indians of North America--Languages
• Language and Linguistics
• Linguistics
• Mahican language
• Mahican language--Dictionaries--German
• Moravians--Missions
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• Native America

Other Finding Aids

The Schmick volumes are indexed in the On-line Guide to American Indian Manuscripts (number 163
and 2079).

Other Descriptive Information

These two bound volumes contain a large dictionary of Mohican. The collection was the gift of John
Heckwleder, suggesting that he may have used the books in his missionary efforts.
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