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Background note

John Redman Coxe is best known as a premier physician in nineteenth century America. Coxe was
born in New Jersey but spent much of his youth in England because his father was a loyalist during
the Revolution. Coxe returned to Philadelphia to study medicine under Benjamin Rush. After traveling
throughout Europe to continue his medical education, he established a practice in Philadelphia in 1796.

Coxe was an advocate of inoculation at a time when it was a controversial procedure. He became known
as a druggist and prepared a syrup concoction that carried his name and lasted until the late-nineteenth
century. He later became a professor at the University of Pennsylvania and is credited with helping found
pharmaceutical studies in the U.S.. Coxe eventually left the university in a cloud of controversy, primarily
because his teachings did not follow the latest trends in medicine.

Coxe also founded and edited an important medical journal in Philadelphia. Tracking Coxe’s career, after
initial success, the journal folded in part because of its conservative take on medical practices. In addition
to his editing work, Coxe authored or edited a number of important medical books.
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John Redman Coxe was a premier physician in nineteenth century America best known for his work
in medicine as a physician, teacher, and author. The John Redman Coxe Collection shows a different
side of Coxe. The APS Collection is a bound, handwritten essay by Coxe entitled, “Observations and
Remarks Tending to Explain Certain Parts of the Sacred Scriptures, 1812-1813.” This fascinating and
often-sophisticated volume deals with various arguments put forward by skeptics that challenge the
accuracy of the Bible, with particular attention paid to Genesis. Coxe then offers his own rebuttal or the
rebuttal of others. Coxe frequently challenges prevailing translations of Hebrew words, believing that
more accurate definitions can sometimes solve confusion or controversy. Although the work was never
published, it does offer insight into the types of debates about the Bible accessible to Americans in the
nineteenth century.


