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Other Descriptive Information

This is a handwritten essay on Franz Mesmer and his claims to have healing and other metaphysical
powers. Mesmer is today thought of as an early user of hypnosis. Throughout the 1770s and 1780s, he
captivated French society. Marie Antoinette was particularly interested in his abilities. Finally, King
Louis convened a scientific body in 1784 to examine the claims of Mesmer and his disciples. Benjamin
Franklin, still in France as an American envoy, headed the committee, which debunked Mesmerism. The
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report can be found in the Papers of Benjamin Franklin and in the Diary of Benjamin Franklin Bache,
both of which are at the APS.

This essay, written in French in 1786, came after this committee’s report. Mesmer still had wide appeal
and was living in London at the time. This rather long essay (250 pages) offers a detailed analysis of
Mesmerism and the possible scientific reasons for its purported powers.


